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Experiences of All Hallows’
By Maria Zol
I have been a member of the All Hallows’ parish for the last 39 years,
migrating from across the waters from St Augustine’s parish
in Balmain where I spent the first 20 years of my life. I have seen many changes in
parish priests and in the actual reconstruction of our church. As a community we have been
and continue to be fortunate to have had strong men of faith ministering to us.
My first volunteer experience with All Hallows was assisting with the typing of the parish bulletin
under the direction of Sr Ruth, in the days when there were no administration staff in the parish
office. Over the years, I’ve been privileged to serve in various ministries and continue as a
Proclaimer of the Word and Extraordinary Minister of the Eucharist. Now you will find me
together with my son, Aaron (also an Extraordinary Minister of the Eucharist), at the 6pm Sunday
Youth Mass assisting wherever we can.
As a mother with three young children, I remember attending Sunday morning mass for many
years and what a struggle sometimes it was to keep the children behaving for that hour. I’m
glad to say, they have all grown up to be the best children I could wish for. Married here in the
parish to my husband Robert by Fr Merlino; over the years we have had all three of our children
receive their sacraments of baptism, communion and confirmation here.
Attendance at faith groups of enlightenment run by parishioners over the years, Lenten groups
and visiting guest speakers (such as The Catholic Guy) have all assisted in the grown of my
Catholic faith.
I’m particularly grateful to Fr Marco who tried to engage the youth of the parish, including
Aaron (pictured). This was continued by Fr Bob and Fr Greg. The baton is now with Fr Mathew
and Deacon Conti.
Congratulations All Hallows on your first 100 years. I think a quote from Saint Mary MacKillop
describes our community of faithful in the best way “never see a need without doing
something about it” … that’s exactly what the parishioners of All Hallows have been doing for
the past 100 years.

A past parishioner of ours,
Mr Greg Vaughan, has kindly
shared some of the
brochures from the building
of the Monsignor John
Peoples units….

Memories by Lawrence Blakeman – parishioner from 1941 to 1957
1941, my first year at All Hallows School, was a happy one under the tutelage of Miss M.
McCowage. I still remember the teaching of Bible History with the colourful t-cup charts.
However, the happiness turned to sadness when Sister M. Elizabeth told us just prior to
the start of the Christmas holidays that the father of my best friend, John Sampson, was
missing with HMAS Sydney and that John would not be returning to school.
In 1942, a class of 25 boys and 15 girls made their First Holy Communion on the Feast of
the Assumption, August 15, 1942 at the 7am Mass. It was a bleak, very wet Saturday
morning in the middle of World War II. Preparation for the day was in the hands of Sister
M. Elizabeth with a weekly visit to class by Father Peoples. The group photograph could
not be taken on the actual day due to bad weather, so the photo was taken on a
sunny spring afternoon making it
extremely difficult to identify many of
the children with all the light. Some of
the children included Elizabeth Bagle,
Michael Batson, Lawrence Blakeman,
Brian Booker, Helen Byrnes, John
Dawson, John Durham, Paul Grew,
Lyndon Hallams, Barry Hockley, Terry
Hudson, Max Jones, Kevin Kenna, Leo
Maloney, Ken McCowage, Ken and
Paddy Moran, John Mulcer, Brent
Robinson, Dorothy Smythe, Ivy Trimble,
John Walford and Marie Yelds.

The Parish of All Hallows’ Five
Dock, NSW wishes to make
maximum use of Parish
Property and to perpetuate
the esteemed memory of
Monsignor J.J. Peoples, their
former Parish Priest.
Consequently twenty four self
contained units situated near
the Church and Blessed
Sacrament are being offered
to senior Parishioners for their
retirement.
I wish God’s abundant
blessings on this undertaking.

Upcoming events
Friday 1st November 2019
All Hallows’ Feast Day Mass & burial of time capsule
Saturday 2nd November 2019
All Hallows Centenary Mass & Gala Dinner
This special event is promising to be a great night!!
We have some great raffle prizes to give away.
Sold Out!!
Sunday 8th December 2019
Christmas Craft
For any queries, please contact the Parish Office on 9713 7960 or email
parishallhallows@gmail.com.

