Teaching our FAMILIES to teach their families THE FAITH

22nd December, 2019 - Year A
4th SUNDAY of ADVENT
ALL HALLOWS’

PARISH CHURCH
2 Halley Street
FIVE DOCK 2046

Administrator:
Fr Matthew Solomon
Assistant Priest:
Fr Nicholas Rynne
Deacon:
Rev. Mr. Constantine Rodrigues
crodrigues60@optusnet.com.au
Secretaries:
Elena Di Perna & Elsa Waldie
Presbytery:
Monday: Closed
Tues - Fri: 8.30am - 3.30pm
Closed for lunch 12.30-1.30 pm

Phone: 9713 7960
Fax: 9713 5172
Email:
parishallhallows@gmail.com
Web: www.allhallows.org.au

All Hallows’ Parish School
Principal: Mrs Helen Elliott
Phone: 9713 4469

Fax: 9712 5184

Email:
info@ahpsfivedock.catholic.edu.au
Web:
www.ahpsfivedock.catholic.edu.au

Sacramental Life
Eucharist:
Saturday - 9.00am & 5.30pm Vigil
Sunday - 8.30am
Sunday - 10am Children’s Liturgy
Sunday - 6.00pm Youth Mass
Monday - 9.00am
Tues - Wed - 8.00am
Thurs - Fri - 9.00am
Lauds (morning prayer) is prayed
20 minutes before morning mass
daily. All Welcome.
Reconciliation:
Saturday 9.30-10am, 4.45-5.15pm
Sunday 8.30am - 9.15am
Sick Calls: Any time - day/night.
Funeral Masses:
In co-operation with Funeral
Directors.
Exposition:
Every Wednesday after 8am Mass.

Dear Parishioners,
1. The Greatness of Mary
In the Gospel Reading, in a dream, God tells
Joseph to marry Mary, even though Joseph had
discovered she was pregnant.
According to Jewish law, premarital sex is
punishable by death; and, in the ordinary course of things, pregnancy
doesn’t occur without sex. So, Mary’s pregnancy out of wedlock
exposes her to the penalty of death. Even apart from legal penalties,
Mary’s pregnancy jeopardizes her flourishing. As Joseph’s own attitude
shows, in Mary’s society, no one wants to marry a woman who looks
like a sinful woman and has an illegitimate child to support.
It is clear, then, that Mary’s pregnancy exposes her not only to legal
penalties but also to suffering and shame in her society.
It is noteworthy too that Joseph needs to hear from God himself that
God, and no man, is the father of Mary’s child. Presumably, Joseph
had already asked Mary how she came to be pregnant, and Joseph
didn’t believe her when she told him. That’s why God had to confirm
Mary’s story for Joseph.
How shaming for Mary to be thought a little liar as well as a sinful
woman!
Why would God put Mary through this?
As the First Reading indicates, it helps us to recognize Jesus as
Emmanuel—God with us—to know that Jesus did not have a human
father; and we are helped towards that view by knowing that Mary was
pregnant before she was married.
But why didn’t God protect Mary from the shame and suffering of being
an unmarried pregnant woman by having the conception of Jesus
result from some great public miracle involving Mary, so that everyone
knows Mary’s pregnancy stems only from the miraculous workings of
divine power? God doesn’t have to expose Mary to humiliation to make
her pregnant, does he?
Well, here’s one way to think about the matter. Mary’s steadfastness
and trust in God even in the trouble of being an unmarried pregnant
woman are a training for her and a sign for us, aren’t they? Mary will
eventually find the greatness of soul to love God and her son at the foot
of the cross, in the shame of having her son die a shaming death. And,
from watching Mary standing by the cross we learn that human greatness has at its core fidelity through shame and suffering, don’t we?
And so the greatness of Christ on the cross is foreshadowed by the
greatness of this small woman, pregnant, shamed, and faithful.
2. Rosters for 2020
The roster for visiting our local nursing homes is available in the gathering space. Thank you to those who have volunteered their time to offer

communion to these residents. If you are a extra
ordinary minister of communion and have some
spare time please contact the office.
The Roster for Extraordinary Ministers of Holy
Communion is also available in the gathering
space. Thank you to those that help minister at
our Masses.
3. Christmas Tree
A big THANK YOU to
Merlino Christmas Trees for
their donation of our
Christmas Tree. I’m sure
everybody loves the smell of a
fresh tree.
4. Christmas Masses
If you are available to help as an Altar Server or
Extraordinary Minister of Communion at any of our
Christmas Masses please let Fr Matthew,
Fr Nicholas or Deacon Conti know your
availability.
5. Parish Hours over January.
The parish will be closed from 20th December to
2nd January, 2020 at reduced hours.
The parish will be manned between the hours of
9.30am and 12.30pm on the following days
7th, 9th, 14th, 16th, 21st and 23rd January.
Elsa will return to the office on
29th January, 2020
God Bless
Fr Matthew.
Farewell
Dear Parishioners,
I started working at All Hallows’ on the 2nd December
2005 as the Friday secretary and later in 2013 became
full time secretary. That’s about 728 bulletins!!
As today is my last day after 14 years at All Hallows’
I would like to wish you all a Merry Christmas and safe
holidays.
It has been an honour to work with such beautiful,
giving, selfless and faithful parishioners, many of you
have become friends and I am so thankful for my time
here.
You have been an inspiration to me and my faith and I
am blessed to be able to take that with me. Take care of
yourselves and our parish.
God Bless
Elena Di Perna

Catholic Women’s League
CHRISTMAS RAFFLE
Tickets on sale this weekend
Raffle drawn after 10am Mass
$5 for 3 tickets - Great prizes
The Catholic Women’s League wishes to thank all
parishioners for your support
throughout the year
May the peace and joy of the
Blessed Christmas season
remain with you throughout the
coming year

All Hallows’ Five Dock
Christmas 2019
First Rite of the Sacrament of Reconciliation
At All Hallows’
Saturday 21st December
9.30am-10.00am & 4.45pm - 5.15pm
* * * * Christmas Mass Times * * * *
Christmas Eve - Tuesday 24th
9am Morning Mass
Family Mass at 6.00pm
Carols begin at 11.30pm followed by
Christmas Midnight Mass
Christmas Day - Wednesday 25th
8.30am & 10.30am
There is NO evening Mass
Generation Awakening invites all
Children of the Parish to
participate in the 2019

Christmas Eve
Children’s Pageant
6.30pm Family Mass

Parents who have children who would like to be involved in the
6.30pm Christmas Eve Family Mass Pageant please note the
following: There will be ONE rehearsal for the pageant on:Monday 23rd December from 10am – 12.00pm in the church.
Please SMS your child’s name, age and your contact details to: 0414 577 947.
Children will need to meet in the church foyer by 5.45 pm on SATURDAY 24th December. It is preferred for children to wear white
clothes on the day.
Thank you and we look forward to your child’s participation in this
very special liturgy.

THE JOURNEY CATHOLIC
RADIO PROGRAM
We have an amazing lineup of
inspiration for you before Christmas
this week! We hear an amazing reflection from
the Gospel from Fr Chris Pietraszko.
Go to WWW.jcr.org.au or www.itunes.jcr.org.au
and to ensure that you never miss a show it can
be sent to you each week as a podcast via email
– for free. If you love the show, let your local radio
station know that you’d like to hear it broadcast
locally each week.
Babysitting and Child Minding
Responsible, reputable All Hallows Parishioner and
year 10 student with experience in babysitting.
References available. Call Olivia 0404 882 538
Government-funded Home Care Packages
Catholic Healthcare’s local Care Advisors can work with
you to create a customised support plan. Their in-home
services include gardening, shopping, meal preparation,
transport and nursing. Get a quote on 1300 734 350

Plenary Council
Have you been a part of the Plenary Council process
of listening, prayer, dialogue and discernment?
Do you feel called to express your interest in being
a delegate from our diocese to participate in the
plenary council general assembly held in Adelaide
in October? If so, please call Barbara Perry (Sydney
Plenary Council Working Group) on 0438 012 964,
barbara.perry@sydneycatholic.org for more
details. All applicants must fill in and submit an
application form found here: https://
sydneycatholic.org/plenary-council.pdf.
Youth Leaders Evangelisation School 2020
From 25 January to 1 February, 2020, a week
long live-in experience for youth leaders and
young adults between 18 and 35 years old.
The school will allow leaders to explore their call
to discipleship through community life, daily prayer and through building a culture of
responsibility for themselves and others in their
daily lives. The program is developed to
encourage leaders to exercise their call to
evangelisation within the many contexts of their
lives, including ministry.
For more information, contact Elizabeth Pasion
on (02) 9307 8152 or
elizabeth.pasion@sydneycatholicyouth.org

WE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO HAVE DIED
In your love and concern, please pray
for:Recently Deceased:
Joseph Cenere, Umberto Maggio
Mass Intentions:
21st: Cavanough Family
Vigil: Michael Newin
8.30am: Kathleen Collins (sick)
10.00am: McGhee Family & Culkin Family
6pm: Natalina Polito
27th: Boulos Saba, Jamel Saba & Baby Joseph Saba
For the following ill members of our community:Kathleen Collins, Alessandro Mangogna,
Katherine Adamo, John Collins, Tony Lim, Karen
Abdallah, Theo Argy, Vincenzo La Manna,
Andrew Ammendolia, Elysha Fazzalaro, Mia Spalina,
Bernadette Lane, Sarah Galleghan, Ryan Family,
Kylie Lane, Judith Tetley, Anna Pezzuto,
Marie Mylott, John Vincent, Rosa Maria Santos,
Belinda Briggs, Mark Bridgett
All Hallows’ Parishioners are saddened to learn that Friday 20 th
of December 2019 was Elena Di Perna’s last
working day in our Parish. We want to sincerely
thank Elena for her dedication, professionalism,
enthusiasm, initiative, creativity and passion
she brought to her work spanning 14 years.
No task was too great or too small, no question was too complex
or was left unanswered. Elena volunteered much of her time
outside of work hours to assist our Parish. Her infectious smile
and positive attitude are her trademark! She will be sorely
missed. We wish Elena all the very best for the future both
professionally and personally.
Dear Elena, A big thank you for all your support and
assistance. We are a large group and you have always
been happy in meeting our needs. We sincerely thank you
and wish you well for the future. The Catechists
All the ladies in the CWL would like to thank Elena for all her
hard work over the last 14 years. She made organising meetings,
raffles, morning teas, High Teas, Rose Gallagher Gala Event,
Fascinating Friday to mention a few so much easier because of
her professionalism. We truly appreciated her assistance which
was always accompanied by a wonderful smile. We wish her and
her family a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.
Please keep in contact as we all consider you a dear friend.

GET YOUR COPY OF
THE CATHOLIC WEEKLY
• God walks amongst us: Christmas Wrap
• A family Grace for Christmas lunch
• Monica Doumit: Don’t be gloomy
• Students top HSC
• Movie review: Knives Out
• When a tribe is a blessing
ONLY $2.00 AVAILABLE FROM THE STAND

A Profoundly Rewarding Mission
Working in Education, Health and Trades?
Assist to reduce poverty in overseas communities by
sharing your skills. Mutual development assured!
There are five places left on Palms Australia’s
January 4th – 12th
Orientation Course. You must apply now for a
position beginning any time in 2020.
Call or text 0422 4PALMS (M-F). palms.org.au

Parish Pastoral Council
The All Hallows’ PPC want to encourage
parishioners to contact them with any ideas,
suggestions and feedback.
The PPC can now be contacted via email.
allhallowsppc@gmail.com.

POPE’S COLUMN
The Holy Father’s Catechesis
Dear Brothers and Sisters, good morning!
This Audience is done in two groups: the sick are in Paul VI Hall — I was with them, I
greeted and blessed them; there are about 250. They are more comfortable there, given
the rain — and we here, but they see us on the giant screen. We greet one another in the
two groups with applause.
The Acts of the Apostles recount that Paul, tireless evangelizer that he was, after his
stay at Athens, characterized by hostility but also by fruits such as the conversion of
Dionysius and Damaris, carries forward the course of the Bible in the world. The new
stage of his journey is Corinth, capital of the Roman province of Achaia, commercial and
cosmopolitan city, thanks to the presence of two important ports.
As we read in chapter 18 of the Acts, Paul is given hospitality in the home of a married couple, Aquila and
Priscilla (or Prisca), constrained to go from Rome to Corinth after Emperor Claudius ordered the expulsion of the
Jews (Cf. Acts 18:2). I would like to make a parenthesis <here>. The Jewish people have suffered so much in
history. They were thrown out, persecuted . . . And in the past century, we saw so many, so many brutalities
done to the Jewish people and we were all convinced that this was over. However, today the rebirth begins of the
habit of persecuting the Jews. Brothers and sisters, this isn’t human or Christian. The Jews are our brothers! And
they must not be persecuted. Understood?
These spouses [i.e. Aquila and Priscilla] demonstrated they had a heart full of faith in God and generous towards
others, able to make room for one who, like them, experienced the condition of stranger. Their sensibility led
them to be de-centered from themselves to practice the Christian art of hospitality (Cf. Romans 12:13; Hebrews
13:2) and to open the doors of their home to receive the Apostle Paul. So they not only received the evangelizer
but also the proclamation he bore in himself: Christ’s Gospel that is “the power of God for the salvation to
everyone who has faith” (Romans 1:16). And from that moment their home was permeated with the perfume of
the “living” Word (Hebrews 4:12), which vivifies hearts.
Aquila and Priscilla also shared with Paul his professional activity, namely, that of tent making. Paul, in fact,
esteemed manual work very much and considered it a privileged place of Christian witness (Cf. 1 Corinthians
4:12), in addition to being a right way to maintain oneself without being a burden to others (Cf. 1 Thessalonians
2:9; 2 Thessalonians 3:8), or to the community.
Aquila’s and Priscilla’s home in Corinth not only opens the doors to the Apostle but also to brothers and sisters
in Christ. Paul, in fact, can speak of the community that gathers in their home” (1 Corinthians 16:19), which
becomes a “home of the Church,” a “domus ecclesiae,” a place of listening to the Word of God and of celebration
of the Eucharist. Today also, in some countries where there isn’t religious freedom and there is no freedom for
Christians, Christians gather in a house, somewhat hidden, to pray and celebrate the Eucharist. Also today there
are these houses, these families that become a temple for the Eucharist.
After a year and a half stay at Corinth, Paul leaves that city together with Aquila and Priscilla, who stop at
Ephesus. There also their home becomes a place of catechesis (Cf. Acts 18:26). Finally, the two spouses return
to Rome and are the recipients of splendid praise that the Apostle inserts in the Letter to the Romans. He had a
grateful heart and Paul wrote thus about these two spouses in the Letter to the Romans. Listen: “Greet Prisca
and Aquila, my fellow workers in Christ Jesus, who risked their necks for my life, to whom not only I but also all
the churches of the Gentiles give thanks” (16:4). How many families in times of persecution risk their heads to
keep the persecuted hidden! This is the first example: family hospitality, also in awful moments.
Among Paul’s numerous collaborators, Aquila and Priscilla emerge as “models of a conjugal life responsibly
committed at the service of the whole Christian community: and they remind us that, thanks to the faith and the
commitment in the evangelization of so many laymen, such as them, Christianity has come down to us. In fact,
“to be rooted in the land of the people, to develop profoundly, the commitment of these families was necessary.
But think that from the beginning Christianity was preached by the laity. You lay people are also responsible, by
your Baptism, to take the faith forward. It was the commitment of so many families, of these spouses, of these
Christian communities, of the lay faithful that offered the ‘humus” for the growth of the faith” (Benedict XVI,
Catechesis, February 7, 2007). This phrase of Pope Benedict XVI is beautiful: the laity gives the humus for the
growth of the faith.
Let us ask the Father, who chose to make of spouses His “true living ‘sculpture’” (Apostolic Exhortation Amoris
Laetitia, 11) — I believe there are newlyweds here: listen to your vocation, you must be the true living sculpture
— to effuse His Spirit on all Christian couples so that, on the example of Aquila and Priscilla, they are able to
open the doors of their hearts to Christ and to brothers and transform their homes into domestic churches.
Beautiful word: a home is a domestic church, where communion is lived and worship is offered of a life lived with
faith, hope, and charity. We must pray to these two Saints, Aquila and Prisca so that they teach our families to be
like them: a domestic church where there is humus so that the faith grows.

National Prayer Campaign for Drought
The Catholic Church in Australia is dedicating
the month of November 2019 as a time to pray
for those affected by crippling drought
conditions and to pray for the gift of rain.
Parishes, schools, families and
other Catholic communities
across the country are being
encouraged to participate in the
National Prayer Campaign for
Drought, which also
invites people to provide
assistance to those most in
need. The month of prayer is
an additional response to the local work being
done in affected communities.
For more information, to a series of resources
as well as local initiatives to support those
affected by the drought go to
https://www.catholic.org.au/drought
HOLY CROSS COLLEGE
Due to unprecedented demand the
College has extended its enrolment
period for all year groups in 2020.
Contact the college today or download the enrolment forms from
www.holycrosscollege.org

Five Dock Realty
92a Great North Road
Five Dock, NSW 2046
Ph: 9713 2555 Fax: 9713 7215
E: info@fivedockrealty.com.au
Servicing our area since 1968

For all your real estate needs – Sale – Property and
Strata Management services, call John who has
been servicing our area for over 23 years
Established since 1968, the longest running
Real Estate Office in the area

CARING FUNERALS PTY LTD
Inc. BURIALS AT SEA
“Proudly Australian Family Owned and Operated”

ADAM J. LEE
Director

Head Office: 9713 1555
160 Great North Road Five Dock
Email: funerals@caringfunerals.com.au

Fax: 9713 1400
Pager: 9937 2478
Eastern Suburbs:
9699 7877

Abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal
with a crime are the police. If you – or anyone
you know – have been abused, please contact
the police. Alternatively, you can contact the
Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390
5810 or safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You
may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be
able to provide support and guidance. The Archdiocese has a
legal obligation to report crimes to the police.

FRANK’S FRUIT MARKET
Under New Management
94A RAMSAY ST, HABERFIELD
Ph: 9798 6388

Frank’s Pitstop Motors
Specialising in:
BMW ALFA ROMEO FIAT MERCEDES SAAB AUDI

Frank & Tony

Ph: 9799 7688
FRANKSPITSTOP@OPTUSNET.COM.AU

45 Liverpool Road
Summer Hill NSW 2130

CHRISTMAS IN THE CITY 2019:
We are delighted to invite you to our 11th Annual
Carols. The full details for this event are:
Date: Sunday 15th December (5pm)
Venue: St Peter's Catholic Church, Surry Hills
Address: 235 Devonshire St, Surry Hills
Tickets: $10 or Entry by Donation
HOW TO BOOK:
EMAIL christmas@theword.org.au
including your name, email & how many tickets you
would like.
This year's Carols will feature:
+ A CHOIR & ORCHESTRA of 40+ musicians
+ A TRUMPET ENSEMBLE, a Live Harpist & the
magnificent new St Peter's Pipe Organ.
+ DONALD MACDONALD who will be doing the
Readings as part of the Carols.
The Artes Christi Team: artes@arteschristi.org.au

Walk the Camino!
Two Catholic Mission Pilgrimages 2020.
Small group led by an experienced guide.
Sr Veronica Rosier OP (0451 387 906)
www.catholicmission.org.au/camino2020

Aid to the Church in Need
Gifts of Faith. This Christmas give a
gift with faith at the Centre. The
Catholic charity Aid to the Church in
Need has produced a Gifts of Faith catalogue
in support of suffering and persecuted
Christians. Copies can be found on the
pamphlet stand. Alternatively visit
www.aidtochurch.org/GiftsofFaith or phone
1800 101 201. Order by 9 December to
receive your Gift of Faith cards and envelopes
in time for Christmas.

WHAT’S ON
IN OUR PARISH
Eucharistic Adoration
Held every Wednesday after 8am mass
Healing Mass
First Friday of the month after 9am Mass
Catholic Women’s League Five Dock
3rd Monday of month 11am in Parish Hall
For more information please contact
Enza Ferraro on 9712 2598
Bingo/Tombola
1st Friday of month in the parish hall at
10.00am. All profits to charity
Accordion Society of Australia
Practice every Monday night from 7pm to
9pm in the parish hall. All welcome
For more information contact
Sylvia on 0422 936612
St Vincent de Paul Society
Meetings held each 2nd & 4th Tuesday of
the month at 6.00pm in the meeting room
connected to the garage.
Contact Gerry Modini on 0418 966 247
Italian Prayer Group
Tuesday - 1pm in the Hall
Messa Italiana ogni ultimo martedi del mese
Restarting 4th February
Enquiries: M. Mureddu 9712 2394
Choir Practice
All welcome to practice in the Church
7.30pm every Monday.
Ring Maria on 9705 1101
Italian Choir Group
Tuesday -12.30 pm in the Church
Italian Prayer Group - Thursday
In Chiesa, ogni settimana dopo la messa
delle nove (9). Ogni terzo Giovedi del mese
l’intenzione è per il Gruppo di Preghiera di
Riparazione Eucaristica. Per informazioni:
Lucia 9713 1800 Siete tutti benvenuti!
Youth Ministry - Generation Awakening
Every Sunday 5.00pm in the hall followed
by 6pm Youth Mass. Ages 10 - 18yrs
genawakening@gmail.com
Prayer Group
Prayer Group will resume end of January
Meets weekly on a Tuesday evening at
7.30pm at Unit 14, MJP Units.
If you would like to join please call Sr Ruth
9713 5751. All Welcome

NEXT WEEKSunday 22nd December - FOURTH SUNDAY of ADVENT
READINGS: Is 7:10-14; Rom 1:1-7; Mt 1:18-24
SATURDAY
5.30pm

SUNDAY
8.30am

SUNDAY
10am

SUNDAY 6pm
Youth Mass

READERS
R. Pollifrone
B. Gallagher
D. Tomasello
R. Liberatore

C. Mylott
M. Coleman
J. Mylott
M. Mureddu

Into/1st:
A. Kerley
2nd/PF:
R. Salvato

Intro/PF:
O. Jacobs
1st & Psalm:
S. Flynn
2nd: B. Lorquet

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS OF HOLY COMMUNION
A. Fabro
R. Glover

J. Pappalardo
P. Moschella

A. Incampo
D. Squadrito

A. Zol
A. Kirby

ALTAR SERVERS
G. Dattilo
M. Pettenon
E. Gatto

R. D’ Souza
L. Lewis
S. Di Giacomo

E. Alessi
A. Conroy
E. Geronimo

A. Morgan
L. Jacobs

HOME VISITS: P. Moschella, J. Heffernan
NURSING HOMES:
Parkview: Dec - no visit
Russell Lea: Dec - no visit
Bayswater Garden: Dec - no visit
COUNTERS: Group 6
TRANSPORT: Maria, Robyn, Tony, Miranda
ALTAR SOCIETY: Mary, Bernadette, Judy
PIETY STALL: Wendy, Mary C, Franca
CHILDRENS LITURGY: School Holidays

NEXT WEEKSunday 29th December - The HOLY FAMILY of Jesus, Mary & Joseph
READINGS: Sirach 3:2-6, 12-14; Col 3:12-21; Mt 2:13-15, 19-23
SATURDAY
5.30pm

SUNDAY
8.30am

SUNDAY
10am

SUNDAY 6pm
Youth Mass

READERS
M. Natoli
C. O’Grady
D. Pettenon
M. Piccolo

C. Grant
H. Chow
J. Maynard
L. La Cava

Into/1st:
D. Squadrito
2nd/PF:
M. Hutton

Intro/PF:
Reader Needed
1st & Psalm:
N. Rando
2nd:
E. Stenhouse

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS OF HOLY COMMUNION
G. Bonaddio
J. Bonaddio

C. Conti
M. Chesworth

D. Scelzi
L. Scelzi

M. Zol
C. Modini

ALTAR SERVERS
Holidays

Holidays

Holidays

HOME VISITS: J. Liovlsi, J. Heffernan
NURSING HOMES:
Parkview: Dec - no visit
Russell Lea: Dec - no visit
Bayswater Garden: Dec - no visit
COUNTERS: Group 1
TRANSPORT: Robyn, Michael, Miranda
ALTAR SOCIETY: Emza, Danielle, Paola, Albertina
PIETY STALL: Claire, Franca
CHILDRENS LITURGY: School Holidays

Holidays

