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Parish Mission
We, the people of this place,
live and celebrate a love of faith.
We share this faith in a
spirit of service,
that creates a sense of
God’s presence among us.
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Administrator:
Bishop Danny Meagher
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Fr Richard Ddumba
Deacon:
Rev. Mr Constantine Rodrigues
Parish Secretary:
Elsa Waldie
Safeguarding Officers
Ray Pozzato - 0438 860 168
Parish Office:
Monday - Thursday
9am - 4pm
2 Halley Street,
Five Dock NSW 2046
Ph: 9713 7960
E: parishallhallows@gmail.com
W: www.allhallows.org.au

A Message from Bishop Danny
Dear Parishioners,
The Holy Family, of course, were exceptional in grace. Jesus was the Son of God
and Our Lady was conceived without sin. Nonetheless, they were all human like us.
And, being human, they were subject to all the difficulties of life we are. Indeed, they
probably had more difficulties than most of us. At his Birth, Jesus was hunted down
and the Holy Family had to go into refuge in Egypt. At his death, on a Cross, Our
Lady had to suffer a “sword piercing her own heart.”
There were misunderstandings also. In today’s Gospel, Jesus remained in the
Temple in Jerusalem, sitting among the doctors, listening to them and asking them
questions. At the age of twelve, he was beginning his ministry. But Mary and Joseph
did not understand his behaviour and wanted him to return home with them. Not
unreasonably! Jesus obeyed, and “increased in wisdom, stature and favour with
men.” Later, when Jesus was an adult, it seems that Mary was concerned about his
safety (and she was right to be concerned!) and sought to see Him, but Jesus
insisted on carrying out his ministry throughout all of Israel.
Being human, all of them, Joseph, Mary and Jesus, had to grow in understanding.
Tensions, worry, sadness, death were all part of their family life.
But they retained their confidence in God, their prayer, their trust and God led them
through their most exceptional lives so that their mission was fulfilled. We have been
redeemed from Original Sin.
So, in all the difficulties of our own lives, we are called to retain our faith, prayer and
trust in God. We can’t always see the meaning of things in the present, but let’s trust
that if we remain faithful, God will lead us also to the fullness of life.
God bless all the nitty gritty of our family lives.
With best wishes Bishop Danny.

Sacramental Life
Holy Mass:
Saturday: 8am & 5.30pm Vigil
Sunday: 8.30am, 10am and 5pm
Monday - Friday: 8am
All Hallows Parish School:
School Principal:
Mrs Helen Elliott
Ph: 9713 4469
F: 9712 5184
E: info@ahpsfivedock.catholic.edu.au
W: www.ahfivedock.catholic.edu.au
Find us on Facebook
All Hallows Catholic School,
Five Dock Facebook

\

Wednesday - 3pm - Eucharstic
Exposition and Adoration
Reconciliation:
Saturday:
8:30am-9am / 4:45pm - 5:15pm
Or any time by appointment.
Sick Calls:
Any time - day/night.
Baptisms:
Every Sunday.
Weddings:
Contact the parish office.

Supporting our Parish
You can support our Parish
financially by accessing the BPoint
Secure Payment Service on the
Parish website or you can use the
QR Code printed here. For
contributions to the First Collection,
please select Pastoral Revenue from the drop
down menu. For Planned Giving contributions,
please select Planned Giving from the drop down
menu and include your name and your Planned
Giving Number (if known). You can also
contribute using the Tap and Go devices in the
Gathering Space at the entrance to the church.

Safeguarding our Parish
Child sexual abuse is a crime. The
appropriate people to deal with crimes
are the police. If you, or anyone you
know, have been abused, please contact the
police. Alternatively, you can contact the
Safeguarding Office at 93905810 or
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. The
Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report
crimes to the police.

First Reading

Responsorial Psalm

Second Reading

1 Sm 1:20-22. 24-28
A reading from the first book of Samuel

(R.) How happy they who dwell in
your house, O Lord.

1 Jn 3:1-2, 21-24
A reading from the first letter of St John
Think of the love that the Father has lavished
on us, by letting us be called God’s children;
and that is what we are.
Because the world refused to acknowledge
him, therefore it does not acknowledge
us.My dear people, we are already the
children of God but what we are to be in the
future has not yet been revealed, all we know
is, that when it is revealed we shall be like
him because we shall see him as he really is.
My dear people, if we cannot be condemned
by our own conscience, we need not be
afraid in God’s presence, and whatever we
ask him, we shall receive, because we keep
his commandments and live the kind of life
that he wants. His commandments are these:
that we believe in the name of his Son Jesus
Christ and that we love one another
as he told us to. Whoever keeps his
commandments lives in God and God lives in
him. We know that he lives in us
by the Spirit that he has given us.

For the whole of his life, Samuel shall be
lent to the Lord.

Hannah conceived and gave birth to a
son, and called him Samuel ‘since’ she
said ‘I asked the Lord for him.’
When a year had gone by, the husband
Elkanah went up again with all his family
to offer the annual sacrifice to the Lord
and to fulfil his vow. Hannah, however,
did not go up, having said to her
husband, ‘Not before the child is
weaned. Then I will bring him and
present him before the Lord and he shall
stay there forever.’ When she had
weaned him, she took him up with her
together with a three-year-old bull, an
ephah of flour and a skin of wine, and
she brought him to the temple of the
Lord at Shiloh; and the child was with
them. They slaughtered the bull, and the
child’s mother came to Eli. She said, ‘If
you please, my lord. As you live, my
lord, I am the woman who stood here
beside you, praying to the Lord. This is
the child I prayed for, and the Lord
granted me what I asked him. Now I
make him over to the Lord for the whole
of his life. He is made over to the Lord.’
There she left him, for the Lord.

1. How lovely is your dwelling place,
Lord, God of hosts. My soul is longing
and yearning, is yearning for the courts
of the Lord. My heart and my soul ring
out their joy to God, the living God. (R.)
2. They are happy, who dwell in your
house, forever singing your praise.
They are happy, whose strength is in
you; they walk with ever growing
strength. (R.)
3. O Lord, God of hosts, hear my prayer,
gave ear, O God of Jacob. Turn your
eyes, O God, our shield, look on the
face of your anointed. (R.)

Next Week’s Readings
The Epiphany of the Lord
1st Reading: Is 60 1:6
2nd Reading: Eph 3:2-3, 5-6
Gospel: Mt 2:1-12

Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia, alleluia!
Open our heart, O Lord,
to listen to the words of your
Son.
Alleluia!

Gospel
Lk 2:41-52
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke
His parents found him in the temple, sitting among the learned men, listening to them.
Every year the parents of Jesus used to go to Jerusalem for the feast of the Passover. When he was twelve years old, they
went up for the feast as usual. When they were on their way home after the feast, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem
without his parents knowing it. They assumed he was with the caravan, and it was only after a day’s journey that they went to
look for him among their relations and acquaintances. When they failed to find him they went back to Jerusalem looking for him
everywhere. Three days later, they found him in the Temple, sitting among the doctors, listening to them, and asking them
questions; and all those who heard him were astounded at his intelligence and his replies. They were overcome when they saw
him, and his mother said to him, ‘My child, why have you done this to us? See how worried your father and I have been,
looking for you.’ ‘Why were you looking for me?’ he replied. ‘Did you not know that I must be busy with my Father’s affairs?’ But
they did not understand what he meant. He then went down with them and came to Nazareth and lived under their authority.
His mother stored up all these things in her heart. And Jesus increased in wisdom, in stature, and in favour with God and men.

Reflection by Greg Sunter
We live in an era when we are constantly hearing about the demise of the family and the demise of family values. It seems that the
family is under constant attack. Divorce rates are at an all-time high and a huge number of young people are raised in single-parent
families, divided families or blended families. To talk about a ‘typical’ family is increasingly irrelevant. What we are learning to
appreciate more and more is the diversity of family experience. Despite all this, there is no disputing the value of the family unit.
Family is at the heart of our society; at the heart of our development; and at the heart of our Church. When we stop and think about it,
the Holy Family that we honour today wasn’t exactly what we might describe as a ‘typical’ family and yet they provide a model for all
families. In today’s gospel, we get a snapshot of family life for Jesus, Mary and Joseph at a time when Jesus was 12 years old. We’re
reminded that the family was a faithful Jewish family, attending the Passover celebrations in Jerusalem every year. We’re also
reminded that it is at the Passover celebrations some 20 or so years later that Jesus will be tried and crucified. When Mary chastises
the boy Jesus, he reminds her that he needs to be busy with his Father’s affairs. Mary and Joseph are confused by this, perhaps
forgetting momentarily that Jesus is referring to his heavenly Father. This incident, so often dismissed as background ‘colour’ to the
gospel narrative, conveys the significant truth that Jesus shared a family relationship with Mary and Joseph, but also shared a family
relationship with God, his Father. It reminds us that Jesus called all of us to enter into the relationship he shared with his Father.

